
 
Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen  Approved Minutes 
August 31, 2022 
Page 1 of 6 
 
 

Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – August 31, 2022 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey NH  

and remotely using Zoom Meeting 
 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes 
place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair W. William Hutwelker III at 5:30 pm at Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, 
Swanzey, NH and remotely using Zoom Meeting. Present at Town Hall were Selectmen Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., 
W. William Hutwelker III and Sylvester Karasinski. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. Zoom ID 235 370 4380 or join by phone 1-929-205-6099.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder, Recreation Director Ashlee Crosby, Gary Davis representing the 
Cheshire Fair Association, Michael Chadinha and Seth McNally with M.E. Productions, Residents Kathy and 
Larry Sportello 
 
MINUTES 

 The regular meeting Minutes of August 17, 2022 were considered. There was a motion by Karasinski 
to approve the meeting Minutes of August 17, 2022. There was a second by Colby and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 The Non-public  meeting Minutes of August 17, 2022 were considered. There was a motion by 
Karasinski to approve the Non-public #1 meeting Minutes of August 17, 2022. There was a second by 
Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Karasinski to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Colby.  All were in 
favor.  Motion passed. 

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest 

 Intent-to-Cut – Map 63 Lot 7 

 Event Permit #2022-12 – SPS 30th Anniversary 

 Event Permit #2022-13 – Motorcycle Swap Meet 

 Raffle Permit #2022-12 – Monadnock Humane Society 

 Letter to Cheshire Fair Association regarding Event Permit Deadlines 

 Personnel Action Reports  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder – Whitcomb Hall Rental Update 
Fraunfelder provided an update regarding rentals at Whitcomb Hall this year, which have already exceeded 
their best prior year. She also provided a spreadsheet that shows rentals this year and historical data. She 
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said $15,000 plus funds are in hand and pending some $2,000 more. She said October is fully booked.  She 
said she is hopeful to come close to about $19,000 for the year. She said she would like to eventually 
determine the break-even point for the Hall.  
 
Hutwelker asked for any comments from renters about how the Town might improve the venue and she said 
people ask if they offer linens.  Laundering is the problem.  Hutwelker suggested Fraunfelder might have a 
flyer to give to renters to suggest places to obtain linens and Fraunfelder said she is already recommending 
suppliers. She noted the Monadnock Humane Society’s Hair Ball is being held this year at Whitcomb Hall with 
their auction items inside, and the rest of the event outside.  Fraunfelder having a dedicated person to 
manage Whitcomb Hall would be a goal for the future so multiple events could happen the same day.  
 
Karasinski asked about having a flat screen TV available – he suggested it would work for a service that is 
running a slide show, as is often done for a Memorial service. Branley said Fraunfelder has done a good job 
promoting and marketing the hall.  The Board agreed.  
 
Fraunfelder said we need some outdoor lighting since it is dark on the lawn. Floodlights on the corners of the 
building might work.  She noted that lights are important for security reasons as well.  Hutwelker asked 
Fraunfelder for a proposal for lights.  Karasinski suggested a gravel walkway with decorative lights which 
would also light up the lawn areas.  Fraunfelder said she could have some proposals by end of September.   
 
Recreation Director Ashlee Crosby 

 Request to construct a Gaga Pit on Town property near Cutler School - Crosby explained to the 
Board what a gaga pit is and where the School District would like to construct it on Town property.  
While not fully portable it sounds like it is relatively easy to de-construct if needed.  She asked the 
Board for their approval. She said a 28 foot diameter gaga pit is proposed. And it would be semi-
portable with sides 20 inches high and would have wood chips at the bottom. This would be for 
Cutler School young people. It will be put in a flat spot.   

 
Karasinski moved to approve the construction of a gaga pit on Town property near Cutler 
School. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 

 Summer Camp 
Crosby updated the Board on summer camp. She said 106 kids were part of the summer camp 
program. She said she initiated some new safety measures, and there were fantastic lifeguards.  She 
also spoke about managing the ducks at Richardson Park. 
 

 Soccer  
Crosby noted there are 181 registered for soccer at this point. She said she could handle more if she 
had more people willing to coach. Striping paint was provided by Swanzey Cal Ripken baseball.    
 

 Baseball at Lane Fields 
She said they have been working with President of Swanzey Cal Ripken baseball Jon Hoden to make 
sure all sports are considered in the plans and Jon Hoden will be ready to go to Planning Board for 
changes to the fields soon. 
 

Crosby added a Halloween Block Party and a Very Swanzey Christmas are coming up as well.  
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Public Hearing - Special Events Permit from ME Productions to hold an outdoor music festival on the 
Cheshire Fairgrounds property at 247 Monadnock Highway  
Public hearing opened at 6:00 pm. 
 
The Chair read the public notice for the application for the proposed festival. The proposed concerts would 
be held on Friday June 16th through Sunday June 18th, 2023 from 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. 
 
The Board reviewed the application for the 2023 Northlands concert festival at the Cheshire Fairgrounds.  
The major changes in terms of schedule from 2022 are adding concerts on Sunday until 10 p.m. and again 
requesting permission for the concerts to go to 11 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.  (10 p.m. was approved in 
2022 in compliance with the noise ordinance). 
 
Traffic issues were discussed, and Chadinha said that the plan is to get campers into the venue early to 
reduce traffic congestion.  He spoke about another lot from Keene State College that would be available for 
parking and would have shuttle buses to move people to and from the concert site.  
 
Hutwelker said his issue was the traffic and that sounds like it has been addressed. 
 
Fraunfelder noted only one noise complaint which came from Oliver Hill Road.   
 
Branley asked for comment from folks on Zoom and there none at this point. 
 
Kathy Sportello from Arrowcrest Drive said the noise level in 2022 was much better.  She said they are afraid 
that by asking for extending the concerts would lead to creeping requests for more time and more dates.  
Chadinha said they have no plans to ask for more.  Sportello noted there was a drone over her roof and she 
expressed concern about that.  She asked who is enforcing the laws.  It was noted that drones must be 
approved by the FAA.  
 
Sportello said campers along State Route 12 were hanging laundry along the fence, and it doesn’t look nice.  
Branley asked if camping might be put into another area.   The applicant suggested that there could be a 
privacy fence put up. Fraunfelder noted the Town has a policy that limits the number of concerts per year 
and details can be found on the Town’s website.  
 
Davis also noted traffic issues do need to be corrected.  
 
No further comments on line via Zoom and no further comments from those at the Whitcomb Hall. 
 
Hearing closed at 6:14 pm 
 

Karasinski moved to approve the Special Events Permit from ME Productions to hold an outdoor 
music festival on the Cheshire Fairgrounds property at 247 Monadnock Highway for setup on 
Thursday and entry for campers, concert on Friday June 16th and Saturday, June 17th 2023 from 10 
am to 11 pm and Sunday June 18th, 2023 from 10 am to 8 pm. There was a second by Colby and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS   
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Letter of Resignation – Steven Bittel from the Economic Development Advisory Committee 
The Board reviewed the letter from Bittel and discussed his service to the Town. 
 

Karasinski moved to accept with regret Steven Bittel’s resignation from the Economic Development 
Advisory Committee. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were 
in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Creation of Energy Commission and Charge 
Branley noted that 3-4 former Community Power Committee members have expressed interest in 
participating in the Energy Commission. He provided a charge/mission for the Board to approve as well. 
 

Karasinski moved to approve the creation of an Energy Commission with an initial term through 
March 31, 2025. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation MAST Grant Application & Letter of Support 
Branley spoke about plans to apply for a grant to continue the Swanzey Center sidewalk expansion project 
from where we are planning to extend the sidewalk to this year (approximately the Cedar Road / Sawyers 
Crossing Road intersection) to approximately Cresson Drive. 
 

Karasinski moved to approve a letter or support and authorize the Town Administrator to apply for a 
MAST grant to continue the Swanzey Center sidewalk expansion project. There was a second to the 
motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
2022 MS 434 – Updated Revenues 
Branley provided the Board with a memo regarding the updated revenues.  He said no Board action is 
required unless they would like to change revenues applied to the tax rate now instead of waiting until tax 
rate setting later this fall. He noted a first dip in motor vehicle registrations is being seen.  He said the budget 
is still okay.   

 
2023 Budget Schedule and Process 
Branley provided the Board with a memo outline the schedule and process for the 2023 Budget.  

 
Award of Contract – Heating Oil Bid for 2022-23 
The Board reviewed bids on supplying heating oil to Town buildings.  

 Discount Oil $3.949 

 Irving Energy $4.063 
 

Motion was made by Karasinski to award Discount Oil to supply heating oil to the Town of Swanzey 
at a price of $3.949 per gallon. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. 
All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Award of Contract – Propane Bid for 2022-23 
The Board reviewed bids on supplying propane to Town buildings.  

 L&G Propane $1.619 

 Irving Energy $1.753 

 Dead River Co. $2.5275 
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Motion was made by Karasinski to award L&G Propane to supply propane to the Town of Swanzey at 
a price of $1.619 per gallon. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed 

 
September Meeting Schedule: - agreed by consensus 

 September 14  

 September 28 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Tax Deed 
Swanzey Lake Road 232 – Branley said there is a need to re-deed to the original owner who paid the past 
taxes. 
 

Motion was made by Karasinski to deed property at 232 Swanzey Lake Road back to the previous 
owners of the property.  There was a second by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Falls Area Community Television Proposals 
Branley discussed Falls Area Community Television proposals. Proposal one focuses on filming community 
events and assisting with our government meetings for an estimated cost of $12,000 per year.  Branley said 
this is right within the Town’s $15,000 budget and provides a stronger benefit to the community.  He said the 
second proposal is for training in TV equipment and content creation and while that is worth considering, he 
did not think there were many members of the community who would take part in it. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to have Branley write up a contract with Falls Are Community Television 
for Proposal one. 
 
Swanzey Lake Watershed Study Update 
Branley provided an update from Lisa Murphy at Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) He said 
the Town has received the grant applied for to study the Swanzey Lake watershed.  He noted the need for a 
few volunteers to serve on a steering panel and a few members of the Conservation Commission have 
already stepped up. He also noted he heard back from the Swanzey Lake Association regarding their 
interested participants.   
 
Request to Extend Solar Payment in Lieu of Taxes – West Swanzey Road Solar Garden, LLC.   
At your 12/8/21 meeting the Board approved a 20 year payment in lieu of taxes for the proposed solar 
development at tax map 71 lot 13-2.  That agreement is set to expire in February of 2023 if the facility has 
not achieved commercial operation.  Due to concerns that Eversource may slow the process West Swanzey 
Road Solar Garden, LLC is requesting that deadline get extended to February of 2024.    
 

 Karasinski moved to approve the extension of the solar payment in lieu of taxes agreement with 
West Swanzey Road Solar Garden, LLC and authorize the Town Administrator to sign the agreement. 
There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Old Richmond Road Fire pond project 
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Branley said the project is completed. The pond looks good.  He said the pond filled in fast, despite the 
drought. 
 
NON-PUBLIC SESSION(S) 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) the dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public 
employee or the disciplining of such employee 
 

Motion was made by Karasinski to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(a) the 
dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee. 
The motion was seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to go into non-
public session at 6:33 p.m. Motion passed. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker 
III, and Sylvester Karasinski. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording 
Secretary Beverly Bernard. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion 
was seconded by Colby, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-pubic session ended at 6:47 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes. Motion 
passed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Karasinski. The motion was seconded by Colby without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at  6:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on September 14, 2022 
 


